
Community Gardens ï
Updated Draft Policy and Dreft 

Agreement
Community Services Committee

April 19, 2023



Purpose 

Background & Proposal 

2022 Policy Review

The purpose of this report is to: 

1. Recap the feedback received through OurCity; 

2. Review the feedback received through Community Services Committee 
and policy best practices relating to establishing Community Gardens; 

3. Review the draft policy and supporting documents, including the draft 
agreement; and 

4. Outline the next steps. 

5. Provide Staff Recommendation
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Project Team

Project Team: 

ÅJocelyn Wainwright , Junior Planner ïProject Lead 

ÅKristen Van Alpen , Manager of Legislative Services ïPolicy Support and 
Licence Agreement 

ÅAdam Parsons , Manager of Parks and Open Space ïProject Support, 
Parks Policy 

Å Pam Coulter , Director of Community Services ïStrategic Direction and 
Consultation, Policy Support 

ÅSabine Robart , Manager of Planning & Heritage 

ÅKurtis Boyce , Geomatics Specialist ïMap Developer
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Project Support

With Special Thanks to: 

ÅMike Duncan , Water Distribution Superintendent ïWater Servicing Advisor

ÅMatt Prentice , Manager of Public Works ïWater Servicing Advisor

ÅMark Hill , Water Distribution Operator - Water Servicing Advisor

ÅNatalie Stephens , Utilities Collections Clerk ïWater Billing Advisor

ÅDana Goetz , Engineering Technologist III ïSite Plan Drafting and Technical Advisor

ÅLara Widdifield , Director of Public Works and Engineering ïTechnical Advisor

ÅCarly McArthur , Communications Advisor ïPublic Engagement and Graphic 
Communications Advisor

ÅStaci Landry, Deputy Clerk ïPublic Engagement Support

ÅKim Sowerby , Customer Service Facilitator ïPublic Engagement Support
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2022 Policy Review 
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Canadian Mental Health Association 

Food Forest at St. Georgeôs Park



2022- 23 Policy Review 
What Weôve Accomplished So Far

City Staff & Committee have: 

ÅReviewed the 2011 City Community Garden 
Policy; 

ÅReviewed Community Garden policies from 
other communities and best practices from 
other communities; 

ÅReviewed the PPS, County of Grey Official 
Plan and the City Official Plan along with the 
Recreation, Parks and Facilities Master Plan  
for policy direction 

ÅConsulted with the public through OurCity, 
the Cityôs online public engagement platform; 

ÅPresented a draft policy to Community 
Services Committee in December 2022, and 
February of 2023 ï
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Recap of Feedback Through 
OurCity Platform 

Additionally, direct mailing to residents within 100 m 
of the seven (7) City parks proposed for inclusion in 
the policy was sent to approximately 1300 homes 7

Quick Facts: Public Engagement on OurCity

Timeline
Public Engagement tools active from 
December 22, 2022 to January 30, 2023.

Total Visitors to 
Project page

482

Public 
Engagement 
Tools

survey, guestbook, question tool, contact 
information of project lead made available

Participation 

surveys completed : 118
guestbook entries: 6
questions asked: 2
emails received: 5
phone calls: 3


