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Purpose

• Inform understanding and decision making about providing 
an artificial turf field and seasonal winter dome in Owen 
Sound.

• Is there demand?
• What is the most suitable location?
• What are optimal design characteristics and features?
• What would it cost to construct and operate?
• How should the City and the OSMSA proceed?



Why?

• Artificial turf extends the playing 
season

• Supports field sport player 
development

• Offers the option of a seasonal 
indoor turf environment



Context and Demand

• An artificial turf field and 
seasonal dome in Owen 
Sound requires a minimum 
population of 65,000 within 
30 minutes to be financially 
sustainable

• Optimal use requires 
daytime and evening 
demand

• Existing facilities are over 1 
hour 30 minutes away



Stakeholder Insights

• Most field user organizations expect future growth in 
participation

• Most field user organizations indicated they would use outdoor 
and indoor artificial turf

• Hourly rental rates between $50 and $100 were considered 
reasonable

• Willingness to travel 20-30 minutes maximum
• Field lighting for evening play in the early spring and late fall



Preferred site & Program

• Redevelopment of the 
Victoria Park natural turf 
field

• Synergy with the daytime 
school and evening/weekend 
community use

• Full-size soccer layout with 
endzones for football layout.

• 1/3 field seasonal winter-
dome sized for projected 
demand



Comparable Site Program



Projected Utilization

• There is demonstrated demand achieve 
greater than 50% weekly overall 
primetime utilization of an outdoor field 
over three primary seasons of play and 
65% utilization of an indoor field under a 
seasonal dome.



Operating Budget Scenarios

• All indoor and outdoor operating budget scenarios are net positive.



Estimated Capital Costs - Field

The estimated capital cost of a 
full-size soccer field and a full-
size soccer/football field is 
$1,195,000 and $1,520,000 
respectively.



Estimated Capital Cost - Dome

• The estimated additional cost of 
provided a 1/3 field air supported 
season dome is $1,067,000.S



Suggested Next Steps

1. Structure a MOU with potential project partners to further 
develop and define the project and a long-term business plan.

2. Visit comparable sites
3. Further investigate existing ground conditions at the preferred 

site
4. Revalidate potential users field time requirements
5. Seek capital grants and explore other funding
6. Remain open to alternative site development locations 
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