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2016/2017 General, Event & Member 
Donors and Sponsors 

Gloria Habart 
Jim Henderson 
Tom Carruthers 
Dave Whicher 
Best Western - Inn on the Bay 
Toronto Port Authority 
AJ & Bette Bauer 
Ross & Patricia Leigh 
Maggie Bishop 
Barrett & Norma Lumley 

RBC Foundation 
D.C. Taylor Jewellers 
Memorable Designs 
Pelee Island Winery 
City of Owen Sound 
The Government of Ontario 
Mix 106.5 
The Sun Times 
The Government of Canada 
Veterans Affairs 
Celia Productions 
Thomas Pratt 
                                     …...And many more!!! 

948 3rd Avenue West 
Owen Sound, ON N4K 4P6 
Phone: (519) 371-0031 
e-mail: info@billybishop.org 
Website: www.billybishop.org 
Twitter: @BillyBishopHero 
 

We’re Open: 
Tuesday to Friday: 12:00pm - 4:00 pm  
Closed on holidays 
 

Open Weekends beginning April 1st  
 

May Long Weekend to September: 
Monday to Saturday:  
10:00 a.m. –  5:00 p.m. 
Sunday and Holidays: 12:00 to 5 pm 
 

Volunteer Reception Staff 
Judy Ruhl 
Joan Crowe 
Katie McLeish 
Gloria Habart 

Museum Staff 
Office Manager 

Diane Sprung 

Curator of Collections 
Mindy Gill-Johnson 

Weekend Attendant and Special Event 
Assistant 
   Katie McLeish 
Fire & Ice Marketing Consultant for 2018 
   Janine Fawcett 
Membership & Volunteer Co-ordinator 
    Debra Harron 

 

Board of Directors 
 Gloria Habart - Chair 
  Dave Alexander - Vice Chair 
  Jim Henderson - Treasurer 
  Dr. John Totton - Past Chair 
  Jim Enright - Director at Large  
  Janice Jackson - Director at Large 
  Fred MacKay - Family Representative 

Museum Volunteers 
Judy Ruhl 
Katie McLeish 
Joan Crowe 
Dan & Andrea Knox 
Susan Morison 
Leverne Spencer 
Maureen McLaren 
Rhonda Mitchell 
Shauna Mitchell 
Zoey Mitchell 
Eobhann Bruce 
Greg Clements 
Laura Golanch 

Shirley Kivell 
Lt Col Shane McArthur 
Kirk Scott 
Allison Brown 
Fely Clark 
Al MacDonald 
Tom Carruthers 
Richard Sprung 
Anne McCallum 
Gerald Harding 
Lynn Wehrle 
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“Thank You” to 
ALL Our 

Supporters! 

From the Board Chair……. 
 

This past year was an exciting one at the Billy Bishop Home & Museum, and I’m looking forward to 
whatever 2018 will bring. 
 
A major project we are hoping to launch in 2018 is to create a working kitchen.  The kitchen space is 
now a small educational centre and meeting space, so turning it into a fully operational kitchen will 
allow us to generate funds by offering our space for social occasions and perhaps small dinner 
parties.  We could also bake our cookies for the Christmas season.  Imagine the aroma!  Other 
projects we’d like to do are to refurbish the Museum sign out front and do some landscaping in the 
backyard.  We also have some interior work to complete. 
 
Although we apply for grants for these projects, there is no guarantee we’ll get them or that they will 
cover all the costs. This is where you come it. We need your help to accomplish these projects, as 
well as to maintain the various programs the Museum offers throughout the year. Any donation, no 
matter how large or small, is much appreciated. 
 
Next year I would like to see more group tours by adults and youth. It’s always great fun to have tours 
at the Museum; be it from schools, youth groups like Scouts and Beavers, or adults.  It’s rather hectic 
at times, but I like being able to share the history of the Victorian home, of Billy Bishop, as well as the 
Bishop Family with our visitors. Some of the questions I’m asked are interesting, to say the least! 
Please get in touch with us to book a tour for yourself or your group, or if you would like to help with 
the tours contact Mindy or Diane at the Museum. 
 
2018 will be a full year at the Billy Bishop Home & Museum.  Besides our ambitious projects, we have 
a full calendar of events and programs, including something new planned for the summer – see the 
back page of this newsletter which can be printed and kept as a reference.  As well, we are always 
looking for new funding opportunities, volunteers and members. 
 
It’s challenging at times, but we do it because it is our passion to preserve the history of Billy Bishop 
and his family, the Victorian era, and Canada’s military heritage. 
 
Happy Holidays to all! 
Gloria Habart 
Board Chair 
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By Mindy Gill-Johnson, Curator of Collections 

   
That’s a wrap for 2017! We now look ahead to 2018, a new year full of promise and new exhibits!   
 
We need your help to make our 2018 exhibits happen.  If you have a photograph of a Veteran from 
either the First World War or the Second World War, we would love to make a copy.  In May, we will 
be opening the “First and Second World Wars Remembered: Faces of Soldiers” exhibit and we would 
love to feature your friends and family in the exhibit.  If you could include some basic information with 
the photo, that would be very helpful.  Museum staff would be happy 
to scan your photograph so that you can have the original back as 
soon as possible. 
 

Our June exhibit will be “The Comforts of Home” which will look at 
what comforts the soldiers had during the First and Second World 
Wars.  What was life like for the soldiers overseas in and out of the 
trenches?  If you have objects such as artwork made by a soldier 
while in the service, postcards, letters, items that were knitted for a 
soldier while overseas, or keepsakes sent to or from a soldier while 
they were overseas - we would be pleased to borrow them for the 
display.  Please contact the Museum in April to make arrangements. 

Wishing you all a Happy Holiday season from my family to 
yours! 
 

Every year a wonderful group of volunteers help us decorate 
the Museum for our Victorian Christmas and every year we 
notice a few things we would like to adjust.  This year we are 
asking for strings of white indoor lights.  If you have any extra 
after you pack up your decorations or maybe if you have 
replaced yours with some new ones, we would gladly take your 
hand-me-downs.  We do not need any new decorations, just 
strands of lights. 
 

We however do need a few craft supplies: 

 Empty wrapping paper and/or paper towel tube rolls 

 Ribbon 

 Colourful buttons (not brown or black) 
Any assistance you can offer would be greatly appreciated.  
Thanks!! 
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Debra Harron has been working diligently to update our 
Membership database. She has certainly been doing a great 
job in tracking down those who have moved or otherwise been 
out of contact.   
 
If you have moved please give us a call to give us your new 
address. Keeping your information current guarantees you a full 

year of free admission, special offerings like Members Only events and, depending on donation 
levels, items such as free tickets to a Victorian Tea or discounted tickets to a fundraiser.   
 
As a member, you can always contact us with any suggestions you have on how we can make this 
first class local Museum a first class National Museum!  If you have any suggestions for fundraisers, 
events, or something you would like to see an exhibit about, let us know.  We would be glad to 
discuss any ideas you may have. 
 

Have you ever thought about leaving a legacy  to a charity such as Billy Bishop Home & 
Museum?  There are many ways to do this and it really does benefit the charity. 
 

You can: 

 Leave a Bequest in your will 

 Leave a life insurance policy to the charity 

 Give a special occasion gift such as a special birthday or anniversary 

 Give a gift in memory of or to honour a special person 
 

Talk to your professional financial advisor. 

 
We wish to thank all our Volunteers who gave so much of their time 
and talents to make our events such as Veterans Commemoration 
Day, Victorian Teas, Trivia Night, and Fire & Ice successful.  They are 
truly our gift throughout the year.  If you have an hour or two that 
needs to be filled, we can do it!!  Just visit our website or call me for a 
volunteer application.   
 

We have openings in the following areas: 
 Weekly or Monthly: database update - membership, volunteers, other info as required. 
 Garden Co-ordinator.  We are looking for someone with a few gardening skills who would be 

willing to be the lead in co-ordinating volunteers in the fall cleanup and the spring opening and 
planting/replacing of flowers for the summer. 

 Serving at Victorian Christmas Teas. 
 Our two major fundraisers: Fire & Ice on April 6th and Trivia Night on October 26th in 2018  
 High school students to help out in the summer at summer camp, reception, Victorian Teas, and 

other events as needed.  This can be used towards the 40 hour requirement before graduating. 
 

We are looking for volunteers with varying expertise to sit on the Board of Directors or on a 
committee. Please take a few minutes to give us a call to see what there is and how you could fit in.   

There are also co-op placements available through the high schools and internships for university 
and college students. If you know any young people who are looking for an interesting volunteer 
opportunity, have them get in touch with us. 
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Print this off and put on your bulletin board, then mark these 

dates in your calendar to remind you of our 2018 events! 

Heritage Month: Start the year off with a 
visit to the Museum on Billy Bishop’s 
Birthday 
Thursday, February, 8th 
 

Fire & Ice 
Friday, April 6, 2018 
Social Hour 6pm to 7pm, dinner at 7pm 
Best Western Inn on the Bay 
$80pp or $70pp for a full table of 8 

“First and Second World Wars 
Remembered: Faces of Soldiers” exhibit.   
Opens May 20th 
We would love to feature your family and/or 
friends in this exhibit.  Museum staff will be 
happy to scan your photographs so that you 
can have the original back as soon as 
possible.  If you could include some basic 
information with the photo that would be 
very helpful.  
Contact Billy Bishop Home & Museum 

Victorian Ice Cream Social 
Saturday, June 2, 2018    11am to 4pm 
Billy Bishop Home and Museum 
 
Victorian Teas 
Dessert Teas: July 4

th
 and August 8

th
 

Luncheon Teas: July 18
th
 and August 22

nd
 

Billy Bishop Home & Museum 
 
Museum Explorers Children’s Camp 
July 23

rd
 to 27

th
      9am to 4:30pm 

Billy Bishop Home & Museum 

Veterans Commemoration Day 
And Exhibit Opening      
Sunday, June 3, 2018     BBQ at noon; 
ceremony at 2pm 
Exhibit: “Comforts of Home”. What was life 
like for the soldiers overseas in and out of 
the trenches.  
Billy Bishop Home & Museum 

NEW!!!! 
“Steam comes to Billy Bishop V.C. Way” 
July 7th and 8th 10am to 5pm 
A celebration of Steampunk at the 1884 
Queen Anne Revival Home of First World 
War Flying Ace, Billy Bishop 
Billy Bishop Home & Museum 
Admission: TBD 

14
th

 Annual BBHM Trivia Night 
Friday, October 26, 2018      
Owen Sound Royal Canadian Legion Br. #6 
Doors open at 6pm, first question at 7pm 
$15 per person; teams of up to 8 people 

18
th

 Annual BBHM 
Honouring Our Local Veterans Exhibit and 
Ceremony 
Owen Sound Royal Canadian Legion Br. #6 
Sunday, October 28, 2018     
Doors open at 1:30pm, ceremony at 2pm 
Admission is by donation 

Victorian Christmas 
November 20 to December 23, 2018 
Tuesday to Sunday, 12pm to 4pm 
Billy Bishop Home & Museum 
Open House: November 25th  1 to 3pm 

Victorian Christmas Teas  1:30 and 3pm 
November 28th 
December 5th 
December 12th  
Billy Bishop Home & Museum 


