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The City of Owen Sound is located on the
southern shores of Georgian Bay in a valley
below the sheer rock cliffs of the Niagara
Escarpment. Owen Sound is characterized by
a magnificent harbour and bay, two winding
rivers, tree-lined streets, an extensive parks
system, and tree-covered hillsides and
ravines, which are home to a wide variety of
flora and fauna.

Lake
Huron

Owen Sound is 43 minutes from Bruce Power
along Highway 21.

Lake Erie

introduction
owen sound
Owen Sound is the largest urban community in
Grey and Bruce counties, with a primary
commercial market of 158,000 people. It is the
seat of the Grey County government, and is the
location for a number of regional, provincial and
federal government offices.
The City of Owen Sound is the regional centre
of Grey-Bruce and is within a few hours of
Toronto and other major centres in Ontario as
well as the US/Canada border.

Commercial Harbour

Regional Hospital

Owen Sound has a diversified economy with strength
in manufacturing, retail, healthcare and tourism.
Retaining and expanding existing business is a key
priority. Bruce Power has and will continue to have a
significant impact on the regional economy. Owen
Sound has an existing base of suppliers and labour
force that can contribute to Bruce Power’s continued
success.

supporting investment
Existing Manufacturing Base
Owen Sound has a strong manufacturing sector with
close to 2,000 people employed in 2015. The sector is
anchored by TC Transcontinental Printing, the largest
commercial printer in Canada with over 600 employees.
Tenneco Automotive produces shock absorbers for the
North American market and has close to 500 employees.
Hobart produces commercial dishwashers for the US
market and has about 200 employees.
Other
manufacturers include Bellwyck Packaging, and
MacLean Engineering. Numerous support firms, like
transportation, warehousing, machine shops and
employment agencies, all ensure this sector continues to
succeed.

Industrial Park
The Owen Sound industrial park has available private
and public industrial lands. The industrial park has full
services including gas, three phase power, water and
sanitary and high speed internet. A number of larger lots
under and over 10 acres are available. A selection of
available industrial land and buildings is provided in
Appendix A.

Office and Industrial Space
Owen Sound has over 428,000 sq. ft. of occupied
office space. Numerous office buildings, including
recent additions, are available for lease. There are a
few industrial buildings available including the large
PPG Building that has over 200,000 sq. ft. of
warehouse or manufacturing space. A partial list of
office buildings is provided in Appendix B.
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Owen Sound Port Access
The port of Owen Sound is a year round commercial
harbour managed by Transport Canada.
Bulk
products, such as grain, cement and salt are moved
through the port. Heavy lift equipment and parts, such
as windmills, are also received and stored at the port.

labour force
Labour Force
As the largest centre within Grey and Bruce, and
hosting over 15,600 jobs within the City, Owen Sound
has a rich and dynamic workforce. A wide range of
positions can be found in Owen Sound from health care
and engineering professionals, to technical trades
working in manufacturing or entrepreneurs who make
Owen Sound home. The regional labour pool is
estimated at 90,000 within 45 minutes of Owen Sound.

Georgian College
With over 1,000 students and more than 24 programs,
the Owen Sound Georgian College campus is a
centre of training for the region workforce. The Power
Engineering program was specifically designed to
meet the needs of Bruce Power. Other trades and
technical programs are also offered and include
electrical design, carpentry and welding.
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Owen Sound boasts a stable and diverse economy. The
City encourages new ventures by pairing a low cost of doing
business with a high level of civic support. The City's broad
workforce is both highly educated and skilled. Existing
industries range from traditional manufacturing to new
technologies. And while Owen Sound is one of the country's
oldest established cities, it benefits from modern
infrastructure and high speed internet.

community
Population
An urban population of approximately 32,000 people
(based on CMA). The largest urban community in Grey and
Bruce Counties.
Regional population of approximately 158,000 people. This
is expected to grow to 180,000 by 2021. The tourism
population in Grey Bruce grows by 20,000 during the peak
period.

Employment
The City has a very stable and diverse economy.
Healthcare is the top employment sector with over 3,400
jobs, followed by manufacturing and retail which have
approximately 2,000 jobs. In total, there were 15,600
jobs in 2015 inside the City.

Building Permit Values
Building Permit construction values were estimated
at $35 million for the last four years.

Cost of Living
There is a wide selection of rental units with an
estimated 1,780 apartment units. The 2015 vacancy rate
was 3.7% (CMHC). Average rent for a 3 bedroom unit is
$876 per month (On-Line Rental Board).
The average cost of single family homes in 2016 was
$230,000.
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Education
There are 9 elementary schools, 6 private schools, and 2
secondary schools, plus the Owen Sound campus of
Georgian College for post-secondary education with a
specialization in Marine Navigation Training, Nursing,
Culinary, Trades, Business and Police Foundation.

Recreation
A stunning natural landscape provides opportunities for
hiking, skiing, snowmobiling, boating and swimming. The
City has 3 area golf courses, 3 indoor ice pads, a curling rink,
16 baseball diamonds and 9 soccer fields. The new Julie
McArthur Regional Recreation Centre has an 8-lane 25 m
pool, warm water therapeutic pool and modern fitness
facilities.

Culture
Owen Sound is a past Cultural Capital of Canada with
galleries and museums celebrating iconic Canadians Tom
Thomson and Billy Bishop. The Roxy Theatre hosts over
150 performances each year and the Georgian Bay
Symphony Orchestra also performs regularly.
The City hosts a number of annual events including:
Harbour Nights concert series, Festival of Northern Lights,
Emancipation Festival, Owen Sound Fall Fair, Salmon
Spectacular Fishing Derby, Summerfolk Music & Crafts
Festival, and Sweetwater Music Festival.

Development Charges
The current development charge for Non-Residential
Development is $19.91 per sq. m. ($1.85 per sq. ft).
Further Development Charge information can be found at:
www.owensound.ca/building/permitfees.php. The City
currently has a residential development charge holiday.

Financial Incentives
The City has a Community Improvement Plan (CIP) that
provides tax incentives for redevelopment of brownfield
sites and development o f v a c a n t lands.
There is a façade and structural improvement program as
well as a heritage property tax rebate.
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Family Health Team

Health Care
Owen Sound is home to the Grey Bruce Regional health
Centre with approximately 1,200 employees. The hospital
boasts over 9,600 day surgeries, 51,000 patient days, and
close to 10,000 MRI exams. The Owen Sound Family
Health Team has over 20 family physicians located in the
new facility on the waterfront and accepts new patients.

recent investments
Major New Investment


$40 million new Wastewater Treatment Facility,
opened in 2017



New $30 million Julie McArthur Regional Recreation
Centre, featuring double ice pad, YMCA



Renovated City Hall, $8 million investment in
downtown, opening 2018



River Precinct Concept Plan, est. $3 million
development of downtown riverfront in 2019



The Sydenham, 34 unit condo project in downtown
under construction



CentreSuites condominiums, 30 condo units downtown



Two, 350+ unit residential developments proposed
south and east of regional hospital as well as a large
plan of subdivision along the City’s east waterfront



Proposed new 100 room hotel and conference centre



Proposed new 160 bed long term care facility by
Southbridge Home Care



New office building under construction by Andpet
Realty, 10th Street East and 16th Avenue East



MacLean Engineering, Belfor Property Restoration and
Bellwyck Packaging all have had plant expansions
approved in 2018.

Contact
Pamela Coulter, Director of Community Services
City of Owen Sound
808 2nd Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON

N4K 2H4

519-376-1440 Ext. 1252
email: pcoulter@owensound.ca

