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“Since taking over the director’s position, Emily Jolliffe is doing some 

great work to cast a spotlight on the role that Owen Sound and figures like 

Bishop played during the two Great Wars… On May 24th, the exhibit 

opening of Conduct Unbecoming: A 75th Battle of Normandy opened at the 

Museum, and Jolliffe hopes to build on the success of their previous 

opening for the exhibit currently drawing interest titled Living Memory: 

Jeszcze Polska nie zginęła, which brought over 100 people on May 3rd.”   

-Rrampt article “The Billy Bishop Museum Is A Busy Place These Days”  

May 2019 

Nick Vanalphen, Tessa Al, Emily Joliffe (Curator), Karolina Brozy 
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We’re Open: 
Monday to Saturday: 10:00am-5:00pm 
Sunday: 12:00pm-5:00pm 
 
 
948 3rd Avenue West 
Owen Sound, ON N4K 4P6 
Phone: (519) 371-0031 
e-mail: info@billybishop.org 
Website: www.billybishop.org 
Twitter: @BillyBishopHero 
 
Volunteer Reception Staff 

Judy Ruhl 
Joan Crowe 
Gloria Habart 
Rhonda Mitchell 

 
 
 

Museum Staff 
Office Manager 

Diane Sprung 

Curator 

    Emily Jolliffe 
Weekend Attendant 
   Gerald Harding 
Summer Staff 
 Tessa Al 
 Nick Vanalphen 
 Karolina Brozy 
 Becky Hynes 
 Biz Clarkson 

 

Board of Directors 
 Gloria Habart - Chair 
 Dave Alexander - Vice Chair 
 Jim Henderson - Treasurer 
 Dr. John Totton - Past Chair 
 Jim Enright - Director at Large  
 Judy MacKay - Director at Large 
 Diane Austin - Director at Large 
 Fred MacKay - Family Representative 

Museum Volunteers 
Judy Ruhl 
Eobhann Bruce 
Joan Crowe 
Susan Morison 
Leverne Spencer 
Maureen McLaren 
Rhonda Mitchell 
Zoey Mitchell 
Eobhann Bruce 
Laura Golanch 

Shirley Kivell 
Shane McArthur 
Kirk Scott 
Allison Brown 
Fely Clark 
Al MacDonald 
Tom Carruthers 
Richard Sprung 
Gerald Harding 
Shauna Mitchell 
Ricki Cavill   ………...and more! 

2019 Ongoing Sponsors 
The Government of Canada 
City of Owen Sound 
The Government of Ontario 
 

2019 Event Sponsors and General 
Donors 

Home Décor & More by Rhonda Kirk 
Shelly McMillan & Christie Nuttall/Remax  

    Grey Bruce 
Gloria Habart 
Jim Henderson 
Tom Carruthers 
Dave Whicher 
Best Western - Inn on the Bay 
D.C. Taylor Jewellers 

IG Private Wealth Management Todd &  
                                           Associates 
Mix 106.5 and Country 93 
The Sun Times  
…...And many more!!! 

“Thank You” 
to ALL Our 
Supporters! 
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From the Board Chair……. 
I’m just delighted by how things are going at the Museum these days. 
 
The official openings of our two new exhibits drew lots of people, many of whom had never visited Billy 
Bishop Home & Museum before. While the socializing at the events, I felt the Museum was alive with 
friends laughing, talking, and appreciating the exhibits and Victorian décor of the home. It was wonderful. 
 
Both projects involved a great deal of involvement from groups and individuals. The Polish soldier 
exhibit, Living Memory, took a lot of work, but is well worth it. It is already bringing many visitors from 
outside Grey and Bruce. If you have not seen this exhibit yet, it is one you cannot miss; come and bring 
your friends and family.  
 
Conduct Unbecoming: Murder and Mayhem, is the first in what we hope is a long-term collaboration with 
high school students. It was curated by Adrian Wagenaar, Caleb Keeling and Sydney Thornton from 
Owen Sound District Secondary School, with the guidance of their history teacher, Ryan McManaman, 
and our Curator, Emily Jolliffe. 
 
It is so important to get youth involved in presenting our history. That’s why we at the museum are 
reaching out to schools and youth groups; to get them actively working on projects, to sharing 
knowledge. 
 
There’s also an exciting new feel to the old place. We’ve spruced up the gift shop and refreshed some of 
the permanent displays; volunteers and staff are coming up with great new ideas for fundraising events. 
We’ve created a long-term plan for the future of the Museum; all forward looking moves. 
 
We’re also reaching out more into the community with events like our June 15

th
 Billy Bishop Heritage 

Fest, and our board and staff are speaking to various groups about the Museum and our events, exhibits 
and the Bishop Family. Stay tuned for announcements of possible new events in the fall.  
 
Our dedicated staff and volunteers are working together to keep things going, but we continue to face 
great challenges at the Billy Bishop Museum. We have major issues with the physical condition of the 
building. Leaks are causing damage in some of the exhibit rooms, the front porch needs major work, and 
the side porch needs renovation, among other things.  It takes a great deal of money for these repairs, 
and as a non-profit, the availability of funds to actually do this work is inadequate.  Although the City of 
Owen Sound does supply some financial assistance, we need more help for this type of preservation 
and conservation. 
 
I’m reaching out to you and asking for your help, be it money, product or 
labour, so we have the means to keep this National Historic Site from falling 
apart. Please contact the Museum to discuss this with me at any time.  
Thank you. 

 
Gloria Habart 
Board Chair 
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Commemorating D-Day and the Battle of Normandy 

In 2009, for the 65
th
 Anniversary of D-Day and the Battle of Normandy, a group of Owen Sound 

Collegiate and Vocational Institute students made a pilgrimage to France to commemorate the 
occasion. A special highlight of the war and memory tour was to meet with local veteran Orville 
Cook and his wife Sarah at the very spot he had landed 65 years earlier on June 6

th
, 1944, at 

Bernières-sur-Mer with the Queen’s Own Rifles (QOR).  
 

The students were mesmerized as Orville joined with fellow D-Day veterans Bill Betteridge also 
of the QOR and Royal Canadian Navy veteran Bill Spencer to recount their roles on that day. 
Bill Spencer had helped ferry troops to Juno Beach early on the morning of June 6th while Cook 
and Betteridge landed first wave with the QOR on White Sector of Nan Beach. Orville vividly 
recalled tripping and falling flat on his face as he exited the landing craft and made his way 
across the beach while Bill noted he performed duties as a sniper on that fateful day.  
 

The students asked many questions of the three men and also attended the official 
commemorative ceremonies later that day at the Juno Beach Centre with the veterans and 
Sarah. It is an experience they are likely never to forget!  Seventy-five 
years later, may we all take time to reflect on the service and sacrifice 
made by Canadians like Orville, Bill and Bill on D-Day and during the 
Battle of Normandy. Orville Cook was recognized by the BBHM’s 
Honouring Our Local Veterans program in 2004. 
 

Dave Alexander, Vice Chair, Board of Directors and  
Chair of the Veterans Committee 

Billy Bishop Home and Museum is heading into a busy summer full of firsts!  The inaugural Billy 
Bishop Heritage Fest is taking flight Saturday June 15

th
 at 11am with our Veterans Ceremony, 

BBQ, games, booths, and even a Peanuts van…you will just have to stop by to find out what I 
mean!   
 

It has been a whirlwind year for me, and I have loved every minute of it!  Our latest exhibits 
have been military focused as is appropriate for 2018 was the 100

th
 Anniversary of the 

November 11, 1918 Armistice.  This June 6
th
 will mark the 75

th
 Anniversary of D-Day and the 

Battle of Normandy.  Important dates in the history of the world, in which Grey and Bruce men 
and women part took in.  
 

Living Memory: Jeszcze Polska nie zginęła was a story begging to be told, taking on a life of its 
own, reaching far and wide, connecting people with their shared history.  We look forward to 
the launch of a website to keep the conversation going and bring more people together. 
 

Going forward into the fall I would like to bring the focus back to the home itself and the 

Victorian era.  If you have any Victorian or Edwardian (1840’s - 1910) objects or artifacts that 

you have and would consider loaning to be included in our next exhibit, please contact me at 

ejolliffe@billybishop.org 

mailto:ejolliffe@billybishop.org


Page 5  Billy Bishop Home & Museum: A National Historic Site 

Discover the home ……  Discover the Hero 

Memberships keep us alive! If you have moved please give us a call 
to give us your new address. Keeping your information current 
guarantees you a full year of free admission, special offerings like 
Members Only events and, depending on donation levels, items 
such as free tickets to a Victorian Tea or discounted tickets to a 
fundraiser.   

As a member, you can always contact us with any suggestions you have on how we can make this 
first class local Museum a first class National Museum!  If you have any suggestions for fundraisers, 
events, or something you would like to see an exhibit about, let us know.  We would be glad to 
discuss any ideas you may have. 
 
Have you ever thought about leaving a legacy  to a charity such as Billy Bishop Home & 
Museum?  There are many ways to do this and it really does benefit the charity. 

You can: 

 Leave a Bequest in your will 

 Leave a life insurance policy to the charity 

 Give a special occasion gift such as a special birthday or anniversary 

 Give a gift in memory of or to honour a special person 

Talk to your professional financial advisor 

 

WWI M-1915 Prussian Metal Ersatz Pickelhauben  

This is a WWI M-1915 Prussian Metal Ersatz Pickelhauben.  
In 1915, some Pickelhauben began to be made from thin 
sheet steel. However, the German high command needed 
to produce an even greater number of helmets, leading to 
the usage of pressurized felt and even paper to construct 
Pickelhauben.In early months of World War I, it was soon 
discovered that the Pickelhaube did not measure up to 
the demanding conditions of trench warfare. This led to 
the introduction of the simplified model 1915 helmet with a 
detachable spike. 

Ordnance QF 25 Pounder Shell  

To the right is an Ordnance QF 25 Pounder Shell. This shell 
was built to be fired from a QF 25 pounder Artillery Canon. A 
British designed field gun, the QF 25- pounder was originally de-
signed to replace the aging 18 pounder canons the British Army 
utilized in the First World War. The gun was appropriated to var-
ious Commonwealth nations during the war, and remained in 
service until the 1960s. 
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Upcoming Events  

Conduct Unbecoming: 

Murder & Mayhem  

A special exhibit curated by OSDSS students. 
75 years later, we honour Grey County men 
who were murdered during the Battle of 
Normandy. Open through December.  

Father’s Day Tea  

Join us June 19th for cake, cookies, and our 
special “Billy’s Blend” tea to celebrate Father’s 
Day. 1:30 and 3pm sittings. Contact us for 
more information & to reserve your spots now.  

Billy Bishop Heritage Fest  

June 15th, 2019. Veterans Celebration Ceremony 
at 11:00am, public BBQ at 12:00. FREE for all 
Veterans, $5 for others. Group demonstrations & 
displays, crafts, and games. Exhibit opening 
“Ontario’s Movie Theatres” featuring Owen 
Sound’s theatres of yesteryear and today.  

Ghost Walks 

Beginning at the Museum every Sunday night 
at 9:00pm  in July & August we will be touring 
the town’s most haunted locations and telling  
terrifying local legends. Registering preferred. 
Payment can be made that night. Minimum of 
5 to proceed with walk.  (Ages 12+) 

Victorian Luncheon Tea 

July 17th & August 21st we will be holding 
luncheon tea at Billy Bishop Home & Museum. 
There will be assorted sandwiches, scones & 
our “Billy’s Blend” tea. Pre-registration and 
payment preferred. 

Children’s Summer Camp  

Running July 22nd to July 26th, our Museum 
Explorers Summer Camp will be filled with 
games, crafts, exploration, and field trips! 
Ages 5-12. $90/week or $20/day. Call 519-
371-0031 for more information & to register a 
child. Pre-registration and payment required.  

Victorian Dessert Tea 

July 3rd & August 7th, come enjoy a Victorian 
style dessert tea at the Billy Bishop Home & 
Museum. We will be serving scones, home 
made strawberry jam, cream and Billy’s Blend 
tea. Pre-registration and payment preferred. 

Join us Wednesday, September 4th for our 
fall harvest tea celebrated at Billy Bishop 
Home and Museum. Cake, scones, jams, 
specialty tea and more!  

Fall Harvest Tea 


