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Page 2  Billy Bishop Home & Museum: A National Historic Site 

Discover the home ……  Discover the Hero 

We’re Open: 
Tuesday to Sunday:  
12:00pm-4:00pm 
 
 
948 3rd Avenue West 
Owen Sound, ON N4K 4P6 
Phone: (519) 371-0031 
e-mail: info@billybishop.org 
Website: www.billybishop.org 
Twitter: @BillyBishopHero 
 
Volunteer Reception Staff 

Judy Ruhl 
Joan Crowe 
Gloria Habart 
Rhonda Mitchell 

 
 
 
 

Museum Staff 
Office Manager 

Diane Sprung 

Curator 

    Emily Jolliffe 
Administrative Assistant 
    Rhonda Mitchell 
Weekend Attendant 
   Gerald Harding 
Part-time Admin Assistant 
   Megan Silk 
 

 

Board of Directors 
 Gloria Habart - Chair 
 Dave Alexander - Vice Chair 
 Jim Henderson - Treasurer 
 Jim Enright - Chair, Facilities Committee  
 Judy MacKay - Director at Large 
 Diane Austin - Chair, Membership and Volunteer 
    Committee 
 Fred MacKay - Family Representative 

Museum Volunteers 
Judy Ruhl 
Eobhann Bruce 
Joan Crowe 
Susan Morison 
Leverne Spencer 
Maureen McLaren 
Rhonda Mitchell 
Zoey Mitchell 
Leverne Spencer 
Laura Golanch 

Shirley Kivell 
Shane McArthur 
Kirk Scott 
Allison Brown 
Fely Clark 
Al MacDonald 
Tom Carruthers 
Richard Sprung 
Gerald Harding 
Shauna Mitchell 
………...and more! 

2019 Ongoing Sponsors 
The Government of Canada 
City of Owen Sound 
The Government of Ontario 
 

2019 Event Sponsors and General 
Donors 

Home Décor & More by Rhonda Kirk 
Shelly McMillan & Christie Nuttall/Remax  

    Grey Bruce 
Veterans Affairs Canada 
Seasons Retirement  Owen Sound 
Joan Crowe 
Tom Carruthers 
Dave Whicher 
Best Western - Inn on the Bay 

D.C. Taylor Jewellers 
IG Private Wealth Management Todd &  
                                           Associates 
Mix 106.5 and Country 93 
The Sun Times  
…...And many more!!! 

“Thank You” 
to ALL Our 
Supporters! 



Page 3  Billy Bishop Home & Museum: A National Historic Site 

Discover the home ……  Discover the Hero 

From the Board Chair……. 
 

Things keep on Boomin’ at the Billy! 
 
Welcome to the Fall issue of the Billy Bishop Home & Museum Newsletter.  
 
The season has changed, and we mark that with our annual fall events such as Trivia Night, Honouring 
Our Local Veterans, Victorian Christmas teas, Victorian Christmas, and new exhibits. We would love to 
see you at the events, bring your friends or relatives with you. Consider visiting the Museum, if you 
haven’t lately, to see what’s new…. and there have been changes. 
 
Speaking of changes, one significant change in 2020 will be the retirement of long-time Office Manager 
Diane Sprung. She’ll still be helping out, but most of her time will be spent enjoying herself away from 
the stress of keeping me and the rest of the board on track! 
 
As we consider life without Diane, we have welcomed Rhonda Mitchell to the Museum. Rhonda has 
volunteered with the Museum for some time, but now joins the staff.  She has already started working 
with Diane to learn what the tasks are behind the scenes in running a Museum. I know we’ll be in good 
hands with Rhonda in the fold.  As well, Curator Emily Jolliffe will take on some of the tasks usually 
handled by Diane. The new Dynamic Duo will ensure the Museum continues to grow. 
 
However, that growth also depends on Members, Volunteers, Sponsors and other supporters. There are 
many ways you can help: bring in new members; volunteer - we have many opportunities; sponsor an 
exhibit, an activity, or an event; make a financial donation now or remember the Museum in your will as 
a bequest or leave an insurance policy as the Museum as your beneficiary; or make a donation in 
honour or in memory of a loved one.  
 
It is always a challenge to find the finances and the people to keep our Museum running. We receive 
support from the City of Owen Sound and the Province of Ontario, and have been successful with 
various grant applications, but we continue to look for other ways to fund all the public programs and 
events that we continue to offer.  We have some interesting plans for the Museum, but without more 
support, we may not be able to accomplish them.  
 

Give us a call to discover how you can take a more active role to make sure Things 
Keep Boomin’ at the Billy! 
 

Gloria Habart 
Board Chair 
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Museum Hours for the Holiday Season:  
Open: December 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 
Closed: December 23, 24, 25, 26, 30, 31 
January 2020 for renovations 
Open: Tuesday to Friday, February 11 to April 1, 2020 

Billy Bishop Home & Museum Shortlisted for the  
Governor General’s History Award for Excellence in  

Community Programming for 2019 
 

We very excited to announce that Billy Bishop 
Home & Museum has been shortlisted for the 
Governor General’s History Award for 
Excellence in Community Programming for 
2019.  The Polish Soldier tree, located on the 
Bruce Trail in the Municipality of Meaford, 
inspires many, including us here at the 
Museum! After over a year of work and 
research, on May 3

rd
, 2019 Billy Bishop Home 

and Museum opened its latest exhibit, “Living 
Memory: Jeszcze Polska nie zginela”.  This 
exhibit was based on a collaborative 
curatorial model that included local historians, 
decedents of those who trained at camp 
Kosciuszko, the Polish Consul General in 
Toronto, the Polish-Canadian community, students from Owen Sound District Secondary 
School and local citizens.  These groups worked together to tell the story of the Polish Soldier 
Tree and the little known history that surrounds it.   
 
This project and exhibit was sponsored by the Orlinski Museum & Archives, the Polish 
Combatant’s Association London Branch 2, the Consul General of Poland in Toronto, the 
Charitable Foundation of the Polish Combatants’ Association in Canada and the Knights of 
Columbus.  Canada’s History Society will determine the recipients of this award later this fall.  
Billy Bishop Home: Museum, Archives and National Historic Site is very proud to be among the 
other exemplary community organizations to be shortlisted for this award.  
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Memberships keep us alive and vibrant! 
 
But we have to know where you are! If you have moved please give 
us a call or email to give us your new address. Keeping your 
information current guarantees you a full year of free admission, 
special offerings like Members Only events and access to items 
such as free tickets to a Victorian Tea or discounted tickets to a 
fundraiser.   
 

If you have not yet sent in your 2019 membership dues, please do so now. The rates are still the 
same so re-up before the dues go up! Yearly dues are: Individuals are $25, Family is $40 and a 
Corporate membership is $100. 
 

We are always looking to our membership and volunteers for new, innovative ideas for events and 
fundraisers. As a member, you can always contact us with any suggestions you have on how we 
can make this first class local Museum a first class National Museum!  If you have any suggestions 
for fundraisers, events, or something you would like to see an exhibit about, let us know. You may 
want to take it one step further and help plan these events. If you do, you 
may be just the person we want on our Special Events Committee. Please 
contact dsprung@billybishop.org to discuss any ideas you may have or to 
join the fun on the Special Events Committee.  
 

Things are Boomin’ at the Billy!!! 

Volunteers Are The Best! 
 

What would we do without all of you?  Thank you for all that you have 
done and continue to do, joining us at the Museum with your enthusiasm 
and cheerful smiles. 
 

Volunteers are the backbone that keep organizations going. Most 
people may believe that volunteering takes up a lot of time… the truth is, 
the time needed is on your schedule. 
 

At Billy Bishop Home & Museum, volunteers can come in one day a 
week from September to May for 4 hours a day to welcome all our visitors, answer inquires about 
upcoming events and even help choose an item from the gift shop, or help at special events such as 
Fire & Ice, Heritage Fest, Trivia Night and Victorian Teas.  Volunteers would spend time helping to 
set up/take down, sell draw tickets, serve Veterans and the public our delicious BBQ food during 
Heritage Fest, or Billy’s tea to our guests at the family table or a Victorian Tea. 
 

Going out for a walk around town and want to see what stores Owen Sound has?  We always have 
event flyers to be put up at local business and public hubs. 
 

Love to decorate? Come join us to decorate the Museum for Victorian Christmas on Monday, 
November 18th at 10am if you can. The transformation back in time is beautiful!   
 

Choose a time, day or event and spend it helping to keep this wonderful local Museum, Archives, 
and National Historic Site boom! Better yet, have a friend or family member join you. Know someone 
who is looking to fill some time? Have them join us. Give us a call or come in to have a chat. We’ll 
have the teapot on.   
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Upcoming Events  
Thanksgiving/Halloween Tea 

 
Join us on Wednesday, October 9th. We still have a few spots left 
for this tea at 3pm. Tickets are $15pp or 2 for $25. We are serving 
homemade pumpkin pie with whipped cream and seasonal cookies.  
 
Don’t delay…. These tickets will go quickly!!  

Dates: November 19th to December 
22nd, December 27th to 29th.  
 

Victorian Teas are coming soon!  
Call early to avoid disappointment. 
 

Dates: 
Wednesday, November 27th 
Wednesday, December 4th 
Wednesday, December 11th 
 
Tickets are $15pp or 2 for $25.  


