Discover the Home……. Discover the Hero

By Emily Jolliffe, Curator

It’s February and the Victorian Christmas decorations are long down, the house
settling nicely into the cozy winter months. We have put out new items on
display; some have never been out before so if you think you’ve seen the Billy
Bishop Home and Museum, think about coming back for another peek at our
lovely treasures!
We have a new, well very old actually, rug down in our front parlor that is
original to the home and was used by Billy’s sister Louise and her family while
they lived in the home. It is quite large and well suited to our grand front parlor
room; the colours warm and the pattern
inviting and in great shape for being well
over 100 years old!
The lady of the house is out as well, in her
finest gown that she wore on her wedding
day in 1882. So come out to the Billy
Bishop Home and Museum to see Annie
Bishop’s fine gown, feel at home in her
front parlor and even get a glimpse of her
embroidered silk stockings!
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Billy Bishop Home & Museum: A National Historic Site

948 3rd Avenue West
Owen Sound, ON N4K 4P6
Phone: (519) 371-0031
e-mail: info@billybishop.org
Website: www.billybishop.org
Twitter: @BillyBishopHero

Museum Staff

We’re Open:

Office Manager
Diane Sprung
Curator
Emily Jolliffe
Weekend Attendant
Gerald Harding

Tuesday to Friday: 12:00pm - 4:00 pm
Closed on holidays

Board of Directors

Open Weekends beginning April 1st
May Long Weekend to September:
Monday to Saturday:
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday and Holidays: 12:00 to 4 pm

Volunteer Reception Staff

Gloria Habart - Chair
Dave Alexander - Vice Chair
Jim Henderson - Treasurer
Dr. John Totton - Past Chair
Jim Enright - Director at Large
Judy MacKay - Director at Large
Diane Austin - Director at Large
Fred MacKay - Family Representative

Judy Ruhl
Joan Crowe
Gloria Habart
Rhonda Mitchell

Museum Volunteers
Judy Ruhl
Katie McLeish
Joan Crowe
Susan Morison
Leverne Spencer
Maureen McLaren
Rhonda Mitchell
Zoey Mitchell
Eobhann Bruce
Greg Clements

2019 Ongoing Sponsors
The Government of Canada
City of Owen Sound
The Government of Ontario

2019 Event Sponsors and General
Donors
Home Décor & More by Rhonda Kirk
Shelly McMillan & Christie Nuttall/Remax
Grey Bruce
Gloria Habart
Jim Henderson
Tom Carruthers
Dave Whicher
Best Western - Inn on the Bay

Laura Golanch
Shirley Kivell
Shane McArthur
Kirk Scott
Allison Brown
Fely Clark
Al MacDonald
Tom Carruthers
Richard Sprung
Gerald Harding
Ricki Cavill ………...and more!
D.C. Taylor Jewellers
IG Private Wealth Management Todd &
Associates
Mix 106.5 and Country 93
The Sun Times
…...And many more!!!

“Thank You”
to ALL Our
Supporters!
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From the Board Chair…….
This year will be another challenging one at Billy Bishop Home and Museum, but once again we will
come through. The reality is we’ll always be looking for more funding, more visitors, more members,
and more volunteers, but the board and committee members are already working to tackle those
concerns.
For instance, we have introduced a series of monthly Specialty Teas as an additional revenue source
(read further to get all the info for the teas) and we’re seeking grants to help fund projects, events and
exhibits. We’re also considering other larger fundraising events to add to the extremely successful Fire
& Ice Gala, as well as our Annual Spooky Trivia Challenge. If you have any ideas, give us a call. We
will be happy to discuss any fundraisers, special events, or programs that you suggest.
To raise more awareness of the Museum, we’re hosting Billy Bishop Heritage Fest on June 15th. It will
be tied in with our Veterans Commemoration event and include many other community and heritage
organizations or groups. Hopefully this great event will introduce the Museum and our programs to
many people, some who may never have visited before.
We would like to have more young people involved in our Museum. To achieve that, our Artifact,
Exhibits and Education committee is reaching out to schools to arrange tours so that more students can
become involved in Museum activities. We already have some of our local high school students working
on and participating in upcoming exhibits.
I love it when we have groups of young people tour the house. They are always full of questions and I
hope take their enthusiasm home to share with family and friends. Get them interested young and
they’ll become lifetime Volunteers or Museum members.
We’re planning on launching a campaign this year to attract more Volunteers and members. Without
more people, it may be tough to move forward with all the projects and events that we wish to
accomplish. We are looking for those with a wide variety of skills, so call to let us know what your
special talent is and how you can help!
Unfortunately there is one long-term major project we
must tackle: restoration, repair and renovations to the
house. Although the City of Owen Sound provides
some funding for capital projects, it’s not enough for
all the work this old, historic house needs. This is one
of my biggest concerns; that the house will fall apart
and an important part of history will be gone.
We’re consulting with experts on how the work should be done; we’re
looking into the cost; we’re looking for grants. I’m also asking for your help
to keep the house going: money, materials, services, and most importantly,
people. Donate to our Go Fund Me campaign here - https://bit.ly/2STlouj
It will be a challenging year, but with your help we will be victorious!!
Gloria Habart
Billy Bishop Home & Museum Board Chair
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By Emily Jolliffe, Curator
Be sure to keep an eye out for our next exhibit, “Living Memory: Jeszcze Polska nie zginęła
(Poland is not yet lost)“, set to open on Friday, May 3rd. We are deep into planning and
researching for this exciting exhibit and have had a lot of interest from the community here in
Owen Sound as well as the broader Polish diaspora.
During the Second World War, when the brave men and women of Poland were forced to flee
their homeland, Owen Sound became a training hub for Polish soldiers for a little over a year.
Their presence left a distinct impression on the city at the time, one that would be felt for
generations to come.
Owen Sound has a varied landscape including the Niagara Escarpment, and this striking terrain
was enjoyed by the Polish soldiers while they were here. There is a tree, referred to as the
Polish Soldier Tree, carved with the message, “Poland has not yet lost” in Polish and signed
simply zolnierz, or soldier. This tree became part of the Bruce Trail and has inspired many in our
community.
We feel that it is
important to put on an
exhibit that highlights
the stories and
contributions of
Tadeuz Kosciuszko
Polish Army Training
Camp and of its living
memorial, the Polish
Soldier Tree. So stay
tuned for more
updates on this
exciting exhibit!

We still have our “Comforts of Home” and “Final Victory: Local Perspectives on Canada’s 100
Day Offence” exhibits up. If you have not came by to see “Comforts of Home”, stop by as
it will be coming down in mid-April.
Are you aware that “Final Victory” relates stories and the sacrifices of some of Owen Sound’s
hometown boys who gave their lives for Victory? Their memory is a part of Owen Sound’s
inspiring legacy and well worth a visit to the Museum before September.
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Members make this Museum tick…. We can’t run without your input.
Keeping your information current guarantees you a full year of free
admission, special offerings like Members Only events and, depending
on levels, items such as free tickets to a Victorian Tea or discounted
tickets to a fundraiser.

We are going to be part of this Volunteer Fair.
Visit our booth to discuss options for volunteering at the Museum!!
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Print this off and put on your bulletin board, then mark these
dates in your calendar to remind you of our
spring and summer 2019 events!
St. Patrick’s Day Tea
Wednesday, March 20, 2019
1:30 and 3pm $15pp

Fire & Ice
Friday, April 5, 2019
Social Hour 6pm to 7pm, dinner at 7pm
Best Western Inn on the Bay
$80pp or $70pp for a full table of 8

Easter Tea
Wednesday, April 17, 2019
1:30 and 3pm $15 pp

Mother’s Day Tea
Wednesday, May 8, 2019
1:30 and 3pm $15pp

Exhibit Opening
May 4, 2019
“Living Memory: Jeszcze Polska nie
zginela (Poland is not yet lost)”. Discover
the connection between the Polish Army and
Owen Sound.

Exhibit Opening
May 25, 2019
“Opening up a Second Front” Local
perspectives on the 75th Anniversary of DDay.

Billy Bishop Heritage Fest
And Exhibit Opening
Saturday, June 15, 2019
ceremony at 11:00am BBQ at noon. You
can then spend the afternoon learning about
various organizations, seeing presentations
and participating in different workshops. We
will also have family crafts and games
available for all!!
Exhibit: TBA

Victorian Summer Teas
Dessert Teas: July 3rd and August 7th
$8 for members and children;
$10 for non-members

Father’s Day Tea
Wednesday, June 19, 2019
1:30 and 3pm $15pp

Ghost Walks: Every Sunday evening in
July and August. Starts at 9pm at the
Museum. Cost is $5 per person, ages 12+.

Luncheon Teas: July 17th and August 21st
$10 for members and children;
$15 for non-members
Museum Explorers Children’s Camp
July 22nd to 26th
9am to 4:30pm
Everyday has a different theme.

Watch for a preview of our fall programming and events
in the next issue of
“Discover the Home …… Discover the Hero”!!
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