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Staff Report   

Report To:   City Council 

Report From:   Amy Cann, Manager of Planning & Heritage 

Meeting Date:  February 8, 2021 

Report Code: CS-21-005 

Subject:   Evaluation Process and Notice of Intention to Dispose of the 

  Historic Courthouse and Jail Properties 

Recommendations: 

That in consideration of Staff Report CS-21-005 respecting the Evaluation 

Process and Notice of Intention to Dispose of the Historic Courthouse and Jail 

Properties, City Council directs staff to proceed with the process as outlined 

in Table 1 of this report. 

Highlights: 

 The historic courthouse and jail properties are City-owned and are 

subject for disposition and adaptive reuse.  

 The City’s Sale and Other Disposition of Land By-law 2012-195 

regulates the disposition of City-owned lands.  

 Council approved disposing of the lands through Request for 

Proposals having a list of detailed evaluation criteria through Staff 

Report CS-20-132 regarding the Historic Courthouse & Jail Selective 

Removals Options Conclusion and Next Steps. 

 Staff wish to shortlist the proposals that meet the evaluation 

criteria for adaptive reuse of the lands and bring the shortlisted 

proposals forward for Council’s consideration. 

Strategic Plan Alignment: 

The sale of land affects the following strategic initiatives: 

https://owensound.civicweb.net/document/145506/CS-20-132%20Staff%20Report.pdf?handle=6AEDB2732C9C43389BE52706C7658D71
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 Retain and grow existing local businesses and business 

opportunities; and 

 Maximize revenue sources and funding opportunities. 

Enhanced consideration of the disposal of the courthouse and jail as heritage 

resources is warranted and supports the following strategic initiative: 

 Promote and enhance Owen Sound’s built heritage. 

Background: 

This report is an addendum to Staff Report CS-20-132, which was considered 

by Community Services Committee (CSC) on November 18, 2020 with the 

recommendation (CS-201118-005) being approved through the CSC minutes 

by Council on November 30, 2020. CS-20-132 addressed the next steps in 

the adaptive reuse of the historic courthouse and jail properties.  

Moved by Mayor Boddy CS-201118-005 

"THAT the Community Services Committee receives Report CS-20-132 

from the Manager of Planning & Heritage respecting the Historic 

Courthouse & Jail Selective Removals Conclusion and Next Steps; and 

THAT the Community Services Committee, acting in its capacity as the 

City’s Municipal Heritage Committee, receives the Cultural Heritage 

Evaluation Report (CHER) and Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) by 

Taylor Hazell Architects and accepts the conclusions therein; and 

THAT the Community Services Committee recommends that Council 

approve Option 1 for selective removal of the Governor’s Residence and 

miscellaneous outbuildings, in principle, for consideration in the 2022 

capital budget year and subject to the mitigation measures for Option 1 

listed in the Heritage Impact Assessment; and 

THAT the City Clerk be directed to issue notice of Council’s decision in 

accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Heritage Act; and 

THAT City Staff be directed to re-initiate the process of disposing of the 

historic courthouse and jail properties at 1235 and 1259 3rd Avenue East in 

accordance with the City’s Sale or Other Disposition of Land By-law (2012-

195), which may include that new notice of intent to dispose land be given 

specifying the method of disposition as a Request for Proposal (RFP)." 

Carried. 

https://owensound.civicweb.net/document/145506/CS-20-132%20Staff%20Report.pdf?handle=6AEDB2732C9C43389BE52706C7658D71
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The City-owned lands are located at 1235 and 1259 3rd Avenue East. CS-20-

132 partially addressed the requirements for land disposition in the City’s 

Sale and Other Disposition of Land By-law (2012-195). 

This report is intended to fully outline and solicit Council’s approval and 

address certain housekeeping matters on the land sale process 

recommended for the subject properties to ensure compliance with the City’s 

Land Sale By-law.  

Analysis: 

The City’s Disposition of Land By-law No. 2012-195 outlines the policy and 

procedure for the disposition of land owned by the City. The left hand column 

of Table 1 below notes the procedure to be followed and options for Council 

to consider. The right hand column of Table 1 below provides staff’s 

recommendation on the actions to be taken for the disposition of the 

courthouse and jail property. 

Table 1: 

Land Sale By-law Process Recommended Action 

Pt 2 (6) & (7) 

Declaration of Intention to 

Declare Land Surplus - before 

disposal, Council, must declare 

the lands surplus. 

Declaration by Council was completed in 

approximately 2014. 

Pt 2 (8) 

Notice of Intention to Dispose of 

Land – shall be provided by one 

or more of the following methods 

at least ten days in advance of a 

decision by Council: 

a. Newspaper Advertisement; 

b. Listing on City’s website, 

Council agenda or City 

facilities; 

c. Posting a sign on property; 

It is recommended that notice be given 

via the City’s website and an 

advertisement in the Sun Times.  

Notice will also be mailed/emailed to 

those who have expressed interest in 

the property over the past year.  

Finally, two signs will also be posted on 

the property – one for each frontage of 

the properties on 3rd and 4th Avenues 

East. 
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Land Sale By-law Process Recommended Action 

d. Mailing to specified persons, 

businesses & organizations; 

and 

e. Posting in printed or digital 

listing of property sales such 

as MLS or other similar 

service. 

The notices will include the disposition 

method, which is discussed below in Pt 

3(14). 

Pt 2 (11) & (12)  

Valuation - Before disposal of 

land, the City must obtain at 

least one valuation, unless 

Council, directs that a valuation 

is not warranted for the subject 

land. 

It is recommended that valuation is not 

necessary. The disposition process will 

be concerned primarily with finding the 

best use of the lands and preserving the 

cultural heritage value of the designated 

courthouse.  

Pt 3 (14) 

Disposition Method – Methods 

for the disposition of land by the 

City shall include: auction, direct 

sale, land exchange, real estate 

listing, requests for proposals, 

tender, or alternate method. 

In accordance with the Committee and 

Council approved recommendation in 

CS-20-132, Staff have recommended 

that a Request for Proposals (RFP) be 

created by staff and used to solicit 

proposals on the adaptive reuse of the 

courthouse and jail.   

Pt 3 (17) 

Approval of Council – all bids, 

proposals and offers shall be 

presented to Council unless 

Council has given direction to 

staff to negotiate the disposition 

by any other method. 

Staff Report CS-20-132 generally 

outlined the preferred method of 

processing proposals received through 

the RFP process. Staff was remiss in 

adding that recommendation formally 

for Committee and Councils approval. 

Hence the necessity for this addendum 

report.  

In CS-20-132, Staff specified that a 

cross functional team of Staff will score 

the proposals in accordance with the 

terms of the RFP. The highest scoring 
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Land Sale By-law Process Recommended Action 

proposals will be shortlisted by a team 

of staff and will be: (1) offered a tour of 

the site and (2) given an opportunity to 

make a presentation to Council 

regarding their redevelopment vision.  

The shortlisted proposals are proposed 

to be identified through technical 

evaluation by the cross-functional Staff 

team and will be presented to City 

Council by Staff.  

Financial Implications: 

All costs associated with the disposition of land, including all transfer, legal 

survey and valuation costs is anticipated to be paid by the party acquiring 

the land, unless otherwise arranged for through the conditions of purchase 

and sale.  The estimated costs for giving notice are:  

 Sun Times City Banner Notice ~ $500 

 Signs for the Property ~ $200 

The Land Sale By-law provides that Council is empowered to sell land for 

nominal consideration and to whom it wishes.  

Communication Strategy: 

The public will be notified of the City’s intention to dispose of the subject 

lands through a notice in the newspaper and posting on the City’s website.  

Signs will also be posted on the subject lands.  

Consultation: 

 City Clerk 

 Manager of Purchasing, Risk and Asset Management 

Attachments: 

None. 
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Recommended by: Amy Cann, M. PL., MCIP, RPP 

 Manager of Planning & Heritage  Signature on File 

Reviewed by: Pam Coulter, BA, RPP 

 Director of Community Services  Signature on File 

Submission Tim Simmonds 

Approved by: City Manager  Signature on File 

For more information on this report, please contact Amy Cann, Manager of 

Planning & Heritage at acann@owensound.ca or 519-376-4440 ext. 1232. 

mailto:acann@owensound.ca

