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1.0 Program Goals & Purpose
The City of Owen Sound is committed to protecting, preserving, maintaining,
and enhancing the City’s scenic and natural heritage.
A key objective of the City’s Strategic Plan is to enhance the City’s resiliency
and capacity for mitigating and adapting to the impacts of climate change
and supporting and promoting healthy lifestyles. The City is committed to
offsetting 100 tonnes of CO2 per year by annually planting 100 hardwood
tree species.
Similarly, the policies of the City’s Official Plan encourage a high standard of
design in public works and in the design of private and public development
to achieve an appealing, comfortable, accessible, safe living and work
environment for residents and visitors.
In 2021, the City, in partnership with the Downtown Improvement Area
(DIA), adopted the River District Action Plan (the “Action Plan”). The Action
Plan encourages actions that will animate and activate the City’s River
District and encourage the appeal of the area.
Specific actions identified by the Action Plan for increasing the
approachability and creating a warm ambiance for the River District include:
•

•

•
•

Beautify the River District’s public spaces by implementing
streetscaping upgrades such as benches, garbage receptables, bike
racks and lighting (Section 6b).
Encourage River District business owners and landlords to beautify
their property by leveraging Community Improvement Plan (CIP)
programs (Action 7).
Continue implementation of use of a policy that encourages sidewalk
cafes and patio dining (Action 2b).
Beautify arterial public spaces by increasing the focus on landscaping
along 10th Street throughout the entire city, along 9th Avenue East
from the entrance to the City to 10th Street East, and along 16th Street
east (Action 8a).

The City intends to utilize the Landscaping and Property Improvement Grant
Program as a means to achieving the goals and objectives of the Strategic
Plan, the Official Plan, and the River District Action Plan by incentivizing
private investment in aesthetic improvements to properties that are
desirable over the long-term and which represent a positive contribution to
the streetscape and improve pedestrian friendliness.
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The purpose of the Landscaping and Property Improvement Grant
Program is to encourage property owners and tenants of land to improve
their properties, including parking areas, through the installation of
appropriate landscaping, fencing, exterior lighting, pedestrian connections,
street furniture, and patios.

2.0 Program Area
The Program Area establishes the boundaries for which the Landscaping and
Property Improvement Grant Program applies. These boundaries are set by
the City’s Community Improvement Plan, which establishes a framework for
the City’s support and implementation of programs to encourage private
investment and implement functional and aesthetic improvements to
properties.
For the purposes of this program, all lands within the municipal boundary of
the City of Owen Sound, as shown in Section 2.1, are within the Program
Area.
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2.1 Map of the Program Area
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3.0 Priority Areas
In addition to the Program Area identified in Section 2.1, five (5) key Priority
Areas are identified that warrant enhanced improvements or landscaping
treatments. Priority Areas are identified in Section 3.1 to 3.6. Projects
located within one of these five areas will be given priority and are eligible
for enhanced incentives under this program.

3.1 Priority Area 1: River District
Priority Area 1 includes the City’s River District which generally includes all
lands designated Downtown Commercial in the City’s Official Plan.
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3.2 Priority Area 2: East Harbour Planning Area
Priority Area 2 includes the City’s East Harbour Planning Area. This area
generally includes 1st Avenue East and 2nd Avenue East from 11th St E, north
to the Bayshore Community Centre.
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3.3 Priority Area 3: West Harbour Planning Area
Priority Area 3 includes the City’s West Harbour Planning Area. This area
generally includes 1st Avenue West and 2nd Avenue West, north to 14th
Street West.
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3.4 Priority Area 4: Gateway 1 – 9th Avenue East from
Superior Street to 16th Street East
Priority Area 4 is considered a gateway into the City from Highway 6. It
includes 9th Avenue East from Superior Street to 16th Street East.
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3.5 Priority Area 5: Gateway 2 – 10th Street West from
1st Avenue West to 9th Avenue West
Priority Area 5 is considered a gateway into the City on the west side from
Highway 21. It includes 10th Street West from 1st Avenue West to 9th Avenue
West.
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4.0 Program Incentives
The Landscaping and Property Improvement Grant Program provides the
following incentives:
1. A capital grant, up to 50 percent (50%) of the eligible costs, to a
maximum of $5,000, whichever is less, for eligible projects located
outside of a Priority Area identified in Section 3.0 (per project, per
year); or,
2. A capital grant, up to 50 percent (50%) of the eligible costs, to a
maximum of $10,000, whichever is less, for eligible projects located
within a Priority Area identified in Section 3.0 (per project, per year).
Applications to the Landscaping and Property Improvement Program are
processed on an intake window basis. The deadlines to apply are as follows:
Application
Deadline

Consideration by
Community Services
Committee

Consideration by City
Council

October 31

First meeting in February

First meeting in March

March 31

First meeting in July

First meeting in August

Projects must have a minimum cost of $5,000 in order to be considered
eligible.
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5.0 Who is Eligible?
Property owners and authorized tenants of existing commercial,
industrial, mixed-use, and multi-unit residential properties, as
defined by the City’s Community Improvement Plan (CIP), are eligible to
apply to receive grant funding under this program. For clarity, singledetached dwellings and other residences are ineligible.
Landscaping and property improvements to eligible properties that are
vacant may be considered eligible, provided the property is an infill lot. In all
cases, Greenfield properties, as defined by the City’s CIP, are ineligible.
New infill mixed-use and multi-unit residential development that satisfies the
definition of Affordable/Attainable Housing and the redevelopment of
remediation of a Brownfield or Greyfield property, as defined by the City’s
CIP, will also be considered eligible.

6.0 Eligible Projects
The following examples of landscaping and property improvements are
considered eligible for grant funding under this program. These examples
are not intended as an exhaustive list. In all cases, applicants should discuss
their respective project with City staff prior to submitting an application.

6.1 Professional Landscaping
Professional landscaping projects are considered eligible for grant funding
under this program. Eligible landscaping improvement projects may include:
•
•
•

Installation of alternative ground cover treatments, such as permeable
and/or decorative paving stones, sod, or mulch.
Re-sodding and/or re-mulching may be considered eligible provided it
is a component of a larger landscaping improvement project.
Planting of flower beds, shrubs and/or trees.

Priority will be given to projects that result in beautification of existing
parking areas and that improve buffering of these areas from the City street
or surrounding properties.

6.1.1

Low Impact Development (LID)

Low Impact Development (LID) practices deal with stormwater by mimicking
natural water cycles. It increases the infiltration of stormwater into the soil,
where it can be filtered and/or absorbed by plants. LID is a lower-cost
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alternative to conventional grey infrastructure and provide several
ecological, economic, and social benefits.
Professional landscaping projects that prepare for the impacts of climate
change through LID strategies are highly encouraged and will be given
priority.
Examples of eligible LID projects include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Xeriscaping (planting of native species)
Rain gardens
Bioswales
Infiltration trenches
Permeable pavement
Green roofs/walls
Rainwater harvesting
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Examples of Low Impact Development
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6.2 Tree Planting
Tree planting is considered an eligible project under this program. It may be
completed as part of a larger landscaping improvement project identified in
Section 6.1 or may be completed on its own, provided minimum project
costs are met.
Projects that propose the planting of street trees within the City road
allowance or elsewhere on City-owned property will be considered eligible,
subject to consultation with City Staff.
Tree species must be chosen from the Native Species Tree Selection List
provided in Appendix A of these Program Guidelines. Other species not listed
may be deemed suitable as determined by City Staff.
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6.3 Driveways, Parking Areas & Pedestrian Pathways
Improvements to existing driveways, parking areas and pedestrian pathways
are considered eligible. Types of eligible improvements may include:
•
•
•

The repair or replacement of existing asphalt or concrete surfaces.
Installation of new exterior light standards to better illuminate parking
areas and pedestrian walkways.
Landscaping of concrete parking lot islands or curbs.

Generally, where the repair or replacement of existing asphalt or concrete
pedestrian walkways is proposed, replacement with permeable or decorative
pavers, or a combination thereof, is encouraged.
Projects that result in beautification of existing driveway and parking areas
and that improve the buffering of these area from the city street and/or
surrounding properties are highly encouraged and will be given priority.

6.4 Permanent Street Furniture
The installation of permanent street furniture on private property, such as
benches, planters, and bike racks are considered eligible. The installation of
permanent street furniture within the City road allowance or elsewhere on
City-owned property may also be considered eligible, subject to consultation
with City staff.
Permanent street furniture located within the City’s River District (Section
3.1), East and West Harbour Planning Areas (Section 3.2 and 3.3), shall be
consistent with the Architectural and Streetscape Guidelines (Section 5.4) of
the City’s Harbour and Downtown Urban Design and Master Plan Strategy.
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6.5 Patios
The installation of permanent street-level and rooftop patios on private
property located within the River District (Section 3.1), East and West
Harbour Planning Areas (Section 3.2 and 3.3) are considered eligible.
Patios located along 1st Avenue East and 1st Avenue West facing the inner
harbour will be given priority.
Projects that propose improvements to existing street-level and rooftop
patios within the City’s Downtown, East and West Harbour Planning Areas,
are also considered eligible. Improvements may include:
•
•
•
•

Installation of new railings or guards.
Installation of new non-migrating base (e.g., pavers, wood decking).
Installation of an outdoor patio heating source.
Required structural repairs to the permanent patio.

For clarity, outdoor sitting areas located on municipal property and
temporary patios or temporary/moveable components of a patio (e.g.,
furniture), are ineligible to receive grant funding.
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6.6 Fencing
The installation of fencing to buffer a property, parking area, or garbage and
recycling area from the street or surrounding land uses is considered
eligible.
Where a fence is proposed to buffer a property from the street or
surrounding land uses, trees or shrub plantings shall be placed on the inside
of the fence to soften its unvaried appearance.
Fencing and garbage/waste enclosures must be consistent with the City
standards provided in Appendix C. Fencing located within the City’s River
District (Section 3.1), East and West Harbour Planning Areas (Section 3.2
and 3.3) shall consist of wrought iron and masonry posts, consistent with
the City’s Harbour and Downtown Urban Design and Master Plan Strategy
(Appendix C, Figure 3).

6.7 Public Art
Public art plays a role in beautifying the community, engaging residents, and
creating a sense of place, creating links to economic growth and
strengthening tourism.
The City’s Public Art Policy defines Public Art as meaning, “original artworks,
permanent or temporary, placed or incorporated in publicly accessible indoor
or outdoor locations in response to the site and for the benefit of the public”.
For the purposes of this program, the installation of Public Art that is
permanent and located in publicly accessible or viewable outdoor
locations are considered eligible.
Public art installations, particularly murals, along the rear of buildings that
are currently lacking in visual appeal will be given priority to make them
more approachable and enticing.
Specifically, public art/mural installations at the rear of buildings along 1st
Avenue East and 1st Avenue West facing the Sydenham River and inner
harbour, and along 3rd Avenue East between 10th Street East and 8th Street
East will be given priority.
The installation of public art on public art on city-owned lands, such as parks
or trails, that is consistent with the City’s Public Art Policy may also be
considered eligible for grant funding under this program subject to
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consultation with City staff and approval by the Community Services
Committee and City Council.

6.8 Plans & Studies
It is recommended and, in some cases, may be required, that professional
landscape plans be prepared by a qualified professional, such as an Ontario
Landscape Architect (OLA). Costs associated with preparation of professional
plans and studies are considered eligible under this program.

7.0 Contact Information
For further information on the Landscaping & Property Improvement Grant
Program or to discuss your project with a City staff member, please contact:
Community Services Department
Planning & Heritage Division
808 2nd Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON N4K 2H5
Phone: 519-376-4440 ext. 1250
Email: planning@owensound.ca

8.0 Appendices
Appendix A – Native Species Tree Selection List
Appendix B – Harbour and Downtown Urban Design and Master Plan
Strategy
Appendix C – Fence & Garbage Enclosure Detail
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Appendix A – Native Species Tree Selection List
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Appendix B – Harbour and Downtown Urban
Design and Master Plan Strategy
The City’s Harbour and Downtown Urban Design and Master Plan Strategy
can be viewed on the City’s website at www.owensound.ca/planning
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Appendix C – Fence & Garbage Enclosure Detail

Figure 1: City standard for waste enclosures and fencing.
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Figure 2: City standard for solid wood board fence.

Figure 3: City standard for wrought iron and masonry post fence.
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